
�e control of ivy is essential to the 

health of your native Garry oaks.

Controlling Ivy on Garry Oak Trees 

ohgarryoaksociety.org 

What is Ivy? 
Ivy is an invasive, woody, evergreen climbing plant from Europe 
and Asia that is listed as a noxious weed in Island County.

How does ivy kill Garry oak trees?
Ivy eventually becomes so dense it starves, smothers, and kills the 
tree by preventing light and nutrients from reaching the tree’s 
bark and leaves. Ivy also adds unnatural weight and wind resis-
tance which decreases tree stability during stormy conditions.

What does the City Code say about ivy on Oaks? 
�e Garry Oak Protection ordinance prohibits ivy from harming 
Garry oaks: “No person shall…allow ivy or other invasive vines 
to takeover any Garry oak tree.”  (OHMC Chapter 20.16)

How can ivy be removed? 
1. Starting at waist height on the tree, cut and remove ivy all the way around the tree trunk down to ground level. 
2. Remove ivy from the ground around the tree so that it cannot regrow up the tree. 
3. Ivy, on the tree above where you cut, can be left in place to dry out and die; it can be pulled o� later. 
4. Consider removing all ivy from your yard and replanting with Garry oak ecosystem native plants. A list of Garry 
oak ecosystem plants is available on the Oak Harbor Garry Oak Society website along with many helpful resources. 
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Learn more about everything Garry oak!


